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Friday 23 April 2021  
 

Personal message from Monica 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I write to inform you that, after nearly seven years as Headteacher at Ben Jonson (and well over 37 years as 
a teacher in Tower Hamlets), I will be retiring at the end of December 2021. I held a special assembly today 
with your children to tell them about my retirement. 
 
It has been a privilege to have lived and worked in Tower Hamlets for the whole of my career in education. 
During the past 37 years I have been very fortunate to work with some wonderful people in some great 
schools. I have also worked with many talented leaders across all the schools in the borough in my local 
authority role for the council. When I knew that I wanted to become a headteacher again (before I retired) I 
chose Ben Jonson to be that school. Ben Jonson was, is and will continue to be a very special place. I have 
spent some time over the past few weeks thinking about why the school is so special. It is a beautiful building 
set in wonderful grounds in the heart of the borough. But what makes the building beautiful are the staff 
who work within these walls, all of you (the parents and families) we work along-side and above all, the 
wonderful children whom we serve. It is also the values which, together, we stand for that has made it such 
a privilege to lead this special school. I could not have asked for a better place to have been headteacher and 
to have finished my career in education in. 
 
I would like to thank you for the support you have given to me and the school during my time here. We know 
that children thrive academically and socially when schools and families work together to educate them; the 
partnerships we have forged with all of you have been so strong. I have really enjoyed getting to know you 
all and I shall miss you. But what’s most important at Ben Jonson is, of course, the children and the children 
here are so very special! Their energy, enthusiasm and joy for learning have given me immense pleasure in 
my work. 
  
As you know we are embarking on two new ventures with Harry Roberts and with Bowden House. The 
leadership for these projects does not just sit with me but with the Governors, Charlie and the whole of the 
leadership team. There is great depth in the school’s leadership team as well as a strong and experienced 
staff body. This means that a great many people will be here to steer the school community through the next 
phase of its journey alongside the new headteacher. I have complete confidence that the school will continue 
to flourish.  
 
I will not be leaving until 31 December 2021 and, in the meantime, I remain, of course, absolutely committed 
to ensuring the best for our children here. The Governing Body led by Dharmendra Nair (Chair of Governors) 
are starting the recruitment for my replacement and you will be kept informed during this process. 
 
I hope that we will be able to welcome parents and carers back into school again very soon and that I will see 
all of you at the many regular events that we hope to hold again before it is time to say goodbye in December.  
 
With best wishes,  
 
 
Monica Forty, Headteacher  
Ben Jonson Primary School  
                                                                           


