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Update from Headteacher – 28 September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
A confirmed case of coronavirus in Year 6 
We now have a confirmed case of Covid-19 in Year 6. We were notified of this over the 
weekend by the health authorities and have acted on their advice at all times. Our approach 
has been a cautious one (as always); under the advice of the Public Health England (PHE), 
the DfE and London Coronavirus Response Cell (LCRC) clinicians, we have been advised to 
send the staff and children in Year 6 home to self-isolate as a precaution until Monday 12 
October. 
 
The advice from the clinicians is that those children with siblings in Year 6 should continue 
to come to school as normal; they do not need to self-isolate. At the end of this letter I have 
copied the advice from the LCRC clinicians. 
 
Early closure for next two Fridays (2 October and 9 October) 
Currently we have four out of the five specialist teachers now in self-isolation as a 
precaution. The specialist teachers give mandatory planning time for teachers. I do not want 
to have additional supply teachers in school as increased footfall in the school serves only to 
increase the risk of infection. So, in order that I meet the statutory requirement to give 
teachers half a day for planning, we are going to close the school to children at 12.00pm on 
the next two Fridays. The children will be given a packed lunch to take home with them. 
Come to the Commodore Street entrances at 12.00pm and collect your children in the same 
way you would at the end of the day. 
 
For those families who are either working single parents or where both parents work please 
let the school know by emailing admin@benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk before Friday. We 
will arrange for your child to remain on site until 3.15pm (or later if they access afterschool 
childcare). 
 
Update from Public Health England (PHE) 
We have regular updates from the PHE team in Tower Hamlets> as of the 24 September 
2020 PHE have reported that there are now: 
• 38 cases this term in Tower Hamlets 

o 20 pupils 
o 18 staff members 

• 14 bubbles are now self-isolating 
• Almost all transmission is from outside school. This is reflecting patterns seen in other 

areas 
PHE have advised that schools do not implement routine temperature checking as this is not 
a reliable means of identifying Covid-19. If a child does not have a temperature at the point 
of checking they may well develop one later.  
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Routine temperature checking may also incentivise children with potential fever to attend 
school for confirmation, when they should be self-isolate at home and this may increase the 
risk of transmission. 
 
What are we continuing to do to look after children and staff 
I want to reassure you that PHE, LCRC and the Local Authority continue to be impressed 
with our risk assessments, our judgements and the measures we have put in place to keep 
children and staff safe. Both cases of coronavirus have been traced back and did not come 
from school. The classrooms and Year 6 areas are being deep cleaned, as it is part of the 
protective measures we put in place.  
 
We operate a year group bubble system as we are a large school. We work hard in school to 
keep all the year groups separate. For example, they eat lunch at different times and in 
different spaces. These spaces are cleaned before other children come in. The children have 
playtimes in year groups and are supervised by adults allocated to that year group. Please 
see the website for previous newsletters and the risk assessment to read about other things 
we are doing to keep the school as safe as possible. 
 
What we would like you to do to help us 
As there is a rise in the number of confirmed cases of Coronavirus nationally and in Tower 
Hamlets we need you to help us keep the school as safe as possible. Therefore, I am 
respectfully asking that: 

• Any adult (there should only be 1) collecting/dropping the children should wear a mask 
covering their nose and mouth; 

• You enter the gates at the allocated time to ensure social distancing on the premises;  
o 3.15pm if your eldest child is in Years 5 and 6.   
o 3.25pm if your eldest child is in Years 3 and 4.   
o 3.35pm if your eldest child is in Years 2, 1 and R 

• When you wait at the gates at the start and the end of the day you should be at least 2 
metres apart and do not gather around the gate;  

• Please do not wait at the exit gate (Essian Street) for your children to exit. If you want to 
wait for your children please wait further away from the exit gate on the other side of 
the road. 

• That no-one gets upset if they are reminded to wear a mask, keep apart, arrive at the 
allotted time and this is done because we care.  
 

Thank you to everyone who wore masks on Friday. I noticed that many more of you are 
working hard to wait two metres apart outside the school gates and are walking two metres 
apart at the end of the day on the school premises. 
 
I think we need to prepare ourselves for tougher times ahead. We may be asked to send 
other year groups home at some point or we might be directed to close the whole school.  
This why we are training all of your children to use Google Classroom so they can access 
learning remotely and can meet their teachers online. We are now checking out how Google 
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Classroom works with Year 3 and Year 6 at home. This will give us a chance to see what 
works well and what needs sorting out. Please check the website as we have put up advice 
for parents about how to access Google Classroom.  

 
As the number of coronavirus cases rise in Tower Hamlets, we will see even more schools 
sending children home. I am sure at some point we will have to send another year group 
home. We know this is a worry, but when I spoke to PHE and LCRC, they were impressed what 
we have put in place to protect our children.  
 
Thank you all so much for working with us to keep ourselves and each other safe. 
 
Best wishes and keep safe, 

 
 

 
 
Monica Forty  
Headteacher  
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Words of advice from London Coronavirus Response Cell (LRCR) 
 
This letter is to inform you of the current situation and provide advice on how to support 
your child. Please be reassured that for most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a 
mild illness.  
 
The school remains open for other year groups (other than Year 3) and providing your 
child remains well they can continue to attend school as normal. We will keep this under 
review.   
  
What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19   

• If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home for at 

least 10 days from the date when their symptoms appeared.  

• All other household members who remain well must stay at home and not leave the 

house for 14 days.   

• The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill.  

• Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise 

should be taken within the home.   

• Household members staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall 

amount of infection the household could pass on to others in the community.  

• If you are able, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with 

underlying health conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the 

duration of the home isolation period. 

Symptoms  
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of:  

• new continuous cough and/or  

• high temperature  

• a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)  

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.  
If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, you can seek advice 
from NHS 111 at: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ or by phoning 111.  
 
How to stop COVID-19 spreading  
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with 
getting ill with COVID-19. Do  

• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds  

• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available  

• wash your hands as soon as you get home  

• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when 

you cough or sneeze  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
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• put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards  

Further Information  
Further Information Further information is available at: 
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-
covid-19 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
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