Year 6 Spring, Geography and History

Democracy

In 1215 the Magna Carta was signed which reduced the power of the monarch. During the 13th century parliaments grew in
power and the House of Commons was established. By 1500, parliament had acquired powers and rights. Between 1629—
1640, Charles I ruled without a parliament and this led to the Civil Wars (1642-1651). At the beginning of the 18th century,
less than 2 per cent of the population had the vote. In 1832 the Reform Act was passed, after riots and conflict, leading to
200k more people being given the vote (Britain was still not a democracy, however). The Chartists campaigned for the vote
for all men and Suffragettes for women. By the start of WWI, two-thirds of men could vote, but no women. In 1918, the Representation of the People Act gave the vote to men over the age of 21, and women over 30.

Prior Learning (skills and knowledge)

Key vocabulary to be taught/embedded

Previously, Chn have …
• Mapped UK countries and continents of the world.
• Learnt about other ancient civilizations (Ancient Egyptians Y3, Ancient Greece Y4 and Romans Y4, Islamic
Golden Age Y5)
• Put historical events on a timeline
• Used artefacts to learn about the past (Toys Y1 history)

General historical: dates, era, change, continuity, century,
chronology, civilizations, ancient, century, historical sources,
time period. and legacy.
Primary and secondary sources of evidence.

They have learnt about…
• Travel and exploration (Y1 and Y2 humanities )
• Farming in the UK (Y2 geography/science and Y3 StoneIron Age)

Key content
• Understanding different types of government, eg monarchy, tyranny, democracy
• Magna Carta
• Establishment of the House of Commons
• Civil War
• Reform Act allowing more of population to vote
• The Chartists
• Campaign for women’s suffrage
• Modern issues relating to democracy, eg Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the Geneva Convention
(1949), climate change conventions, Brexit, US election
(s)
• Pros and cons of democracy
• Compare how democracy is viewed around the world
and other political systems.

Linked Texts
Non Fiction books about democracy
Texts on the Suffragettes

Essential skills

This time Chn will …
•INVESTIGATE PATTERNS:

•Describe how countries and geographical regions are
interconnected and interdependent. Understand some
of the reasons for geographical similarities and differences between countries.

•A study of an aspect or theme in British history that
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066
•INVESTIGATE AND INTERPRET THE PAST:
•Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence
in order to justify claims about the past
•UNDERSTAND CHRONOLOGY:
•Identify periods of rapid change in history
and contrast them with times of relatively
little change
•Use dates and terms accurately in describing events
•COMMUNICATE HISTORICALLY:
•Use appropriate historical vocabulary
to communicate, including: dates, time period, era,
chronology, continuity, change, century, decade and
legacy.
•Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to
an exceptional standard in order to communicate information about the past.
•Use original ways to present information and ideas

