Year 4 Summer, Humanities

Invaders and Settlers
(Anglo-saxons and Vikings and The Water Cycle)
Working towards… an Interpretive dance

The Anglo-Saxons were the descendants of three different tribes who invaded Britain after the Roman army left
Britain in 410 CE. The Angles and the Saxons came from what is now Northern Germany and the Jutes came
from Denmark. The land they conquered was split into small kingdoms and the new invaders brought their own
building methods, religious beliefs and language. During their rule, Christianity spread as monks from Rome
came to England. Living in almost constant conflict, the Anglo-Saxons ruled large parts of England until 1066,
the year that England was conquered by William, Duke of Normandy, after his victory at the Battle of Hastings.
Large numbers of tribes fought for control of the land they had colonized and they all had to face the consequences of Viking invasion.
The Vikings, from Scandinavia, were excellent sailors, explorers and warriors. They colonized large parts of
Europe between 790 and 1100 CE. And were involved in a long and bloody battle with the Anglo-Saxons for
control of Britain. The Vikings belonged to many different clans, led by chiefs who ruled over the lands they had
conquered.

Prior Learning (skills and knowledge)

Previously, Chn have …
• Studied the Iron Age (700BC to 43AD) in Year 3
• Studied the Romans (27BC to 476AD) in Year 3 and 4
• Plotted events and historical events on time lines
• Explored the concept of change over time in relation to the
Amazon rainforest in Year 3
• Studied the Regents Canal in Y1, Thames in Y2, Amazon in Y3
and The River Nile in Y4.

Key vocabulary to be taught/embedded

Essential history skills
This time children will
Give a broad overview of life in Britain from ancient until medieval times
Compare some of the times studied with those of other areas of interest around the
world
Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to question about the past
Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical enquiries
Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more
accurate understanding of history.
Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why
the accounts may differ.
Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history.
Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using dates.
Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with evidence, on
a time line.
Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, time period,
era, change, chronology
Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a good standard in order to communicate information about the past.

•
•
•
•

General historical: dates, time period, era, change, chronology
Anglo-saxons and vikings: settlers, invaders, AD/ CE, invade, village, settlement, kingdom, religion, descendants,
conquered, stability, collapse, chaos, upheaval, consequences, independent, allegiance, medieval, legacy, explorers, colonised, evidence, raid
The water cycle: physical process, Earth’s atmosphere,
continuous cycle, evaporation, condensation, precipitation, run-off (collection), percolation, liquid, gas, solid

Linked texts
Beowulf (poem)
The Saga of Erik the Viking
Non-fiction books related to Anglo-Saxons and Vikings
A Drop in the Ocean: The Story of Water

Essential geography skills
This time children will
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features
studied
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land
use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy,
food, minerals and water.
Name and locate the countries of Europe and identify their main physical and human characteristics
Describe geographical similarities and differences between countries.

Key content
Anglo-saxons and VIkings

• Explore the Anglo-saxon and Viking struggle for the Kingdom of England from the end of the Romans (410) to the time of Edward the Confessor (1066)(this is the overall
aim of the topic– steps below to learn all of this)

• Look at this period of time– known as the Middle Ages
• Locate Northern Germany, Northern France, Canada, Russia, Norway, Sweden and Denmark on maps (bold places are where Anglo-saxons and Jutes came from)
• Explore the differences between the time periods of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings
• Understand what is meant by settlers and invaders
• Comparison of settlers and invaders
• Map main events on a timeline
• Land settlements of the Anglo-saxons– locate areas on a map
• Explore artefacts that help us with our knowledge about what the Anglo-saxons were like (Sutton-Hoo archeological site)
•Explore the religion and beliefs of the Anglo-Saxons– there significant part in England’s journey to becoming a Christian country
• Why did they come to settle here?
•Explore the key values that were essential to Anglo-saxon people (link to poem Beowulf)
•The Vikings take over of the Anglo-saxon settlements
• Look at the UK settlements by the Vikings
•Explore the religion and beliefs of the Vikings– many Gods with different human strengths and weaknesses (Odin and Thor)
•Why were they successful as invaders?
•Explore the skills of Vikings– sailors, traders and explorers, warriors and raiders
• Look at the Vikings longships. Why was this an essential part of their ability to travel and explore?
•Explore Vikings language and link to modern day (days of the week/numbers)
Water Cycle
•
Look at the water cycle– explain that it is a physical process that happens on the surface of the Earth and in the Earth’s atmosphere
•
Understand what the Earth’s atmosphere is
•
Explore the continuous cycle of 5 steps and what each one means (evaporation, condensation, precipitation, run-off (collection) and percolation
•
Understand that water has different states– liquid (water), gas (vapour) and solid (ice)
•
Explore the different clouds and what they are
•
Look at the clouds involved for precipitation- (rain, snow, sleet and hail)

