Year 2 Autumn, History and Geography

Navigation and Explorers
(mapping the world’s continents and oceans and making comparisons
between significant people from the past)

Working towards … making globes
Prior Learning (skills and knowledge)

Essential Skills

Previously, Chn have …
• Mapped the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its
surrounding seas
• Used simple fieldwork to study the geography of their school and
its grounds
• Compared both the human and physical geography of a small
area in the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European
country (Travel and Transport Y1 geography)
• Used artefacts to learn about the past (Toys Y1 history)
• Put historical events on a timeline (Toys/ transport Y1 history)
• Spoken about past and present events in their own and their
families lives (EYFS and Year 1)

This time Chn will …
• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently,
when my parents/carers were children, years, decades, centuries
to describe the passing of time
• Describe historical events
• Show some understanding of chronology
• Describe significant people from the past
• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted
as they did
• Ask questions to promote historical enquiry such as: What was
it like for people? What happened? How long ago?

They have learnt about…
• Mapping UK (Autumn – Year 1)
• Travel and transport (Summer —Year 1)
• All about me (Autumn—Year 1 and EYFS)

• Devise a simple map
• Use and construct basic symbols in a key
• Ask and answer geographical questions such as: What is this
place like? What or who will I see in this place? What do people
do in this place?

Further Geography Links

Key Vocabulary to be taught/embedded

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and

Historical communication: a long time ago, recently, when my
parents/carers were children, years, decades, centuries

locate the world’s continents and oceans

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human and

Physical features: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea,
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather

physical features

• Use simple compass directions and locational and directional

Human features: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office,
port, harbour and shop

language, to describe the location of features and routes on a
map
• Use aerial photographs to ’view from above’ and recognise
basic human and physical features
• Use simple grid reference (A1, B1)

Simple compass directions: North, South, East and West
Locational and directional language: near, far, left, right
General: continent, country, ocean, significant, explorer

Key Content

• Explore the lives of significant individuals from the past (e.g. Christopher Columbus, Neil Armstrong and Tim Peake)
• Describe how these people have contributed to national and international achievements
• Use the knowledge of some significant individuals to compare aspects of life in different periods i.e. Is space travel in present day more
advanced compared to when the first man landed on the moon? If so, how? Explore variations in space suits/ rockets/ technology.
Identify methods of navigation from the past (link to geography) i.e. How was a ship’s log used? How has mapping changed? Discuss
potential modern day explorers and what they may use to support their expeditions today.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Explore a variety of maps (name different types and explain some key features)
What do parts of the UK look like? (Snowdonia, Southennd, Epping forest)
Identify the UK on a world map and recognise the seas/ oceans that surround it
Use a range of resources (atlases, world maps, globes, google maps) to locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
Use simple compass directions (online resources, computing equipment e.g. Bee-Bots, practical resources i.e. playground)
Devise a simple map and construct and use a simple key (e.g. children could create their own fictional island/ place. Find opportunities
to junk model and construct features for a map)

Linked texts

• Captain Flinn and the Pirate Dinosaurs by Giles Andreae (all pirate stories)
• Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram (all space stories)

