Australian Indigenous Art
Australian Aboriginal art and
Farm Animal Portraits
Summer Y2

Prior Learning (skills and knowledge)
Children have been learning about the visual elements of art
through the topic ‘The Great Fire of London’
They have created learned about the construction and
materials used to create Tudor houses.
Chn have learned about blending analogous colours and the
features of a landscape.

Key Artists Francis Newton Souza
Vincent Namatjira, Emily Kame Kngwarreye

Links Humanities

Suggested Texts The Rainbow Serpent by Dick Roughsey
Suggested Trips British Museum, Tate Modern

Content Throughout the units in Year 2, children will be:
Introduction and Analysis
Children will be learning about the Indigenous people of Australia and the symbolism of their visual artworks.
They will be familiarising themselves with work of Australian artists Kaylene Whiskey, Emily Kame Kngwarreye.
Developing Ideas Within Sketchbooks
Discuss the value of sketchbooks through the creative process in order to;
* Try out a variety of materials and practise creative presentation skills.
* Develop the confidence and freedom to take calculated risks, analysing their application to make choices about their artwork.
* Evaluate ideas through the visual elements of line, shape, space, form, colour, tone, pattern and texture.
Chn to be given an introduction to Indigenous paintings, dissecting a number of dot painting within their sketchbooks and creating
annotated notes about them. ‘What do I see?’...DOT PAINTINGS, EARTH COLOURS, INDEGINOUS ANIMALS, SYMBOLS.
Chn create a body of drawings within sketchbooks of indigenous animals (WMG Drawing), symbols and patterns used in Australian
dot paintings.
Chn to practise creating abstract forms using lines, colours and dots. Concentrating on rhythm and pattern with (equidistant) dots to
create an aesthetic finish. Focus on paintbrush technique and brush choice.
Chn to create an earth colour palette, discussing how these colours would be made naturally.
Explore the colour wheel and colour theory when mixing colours within their sketchbooks. Investigate colour families;
EARTH COLOURS, WARM COLOURS, COOL COLOURS and how it can be used, when making colour choices for their final piece.
Chn experiment with a range of colours, making informed choices in relation to whether on or not this can be applied to their own
artwork.
Children to choose, patterns, designs, symbols and motifs developed in sketchbooks to create final painting in response to Australian
dot paintings.
Final Design
Using their sketchbooks for reference children make informed choices to create an enlarged final painting, consolidating learning
through the unit.
An Observational Study of Farm Animals
Children will study the proportions, lines, shapes and contours of a variety of farm animals, within their sketchbooks and explore/
experiment with the medium of oil and chalk pastels. They will then use their knowledge and experiences to create a final piece of
artwork.

Suggested Outcomes
An understanding of Indigenous Australian art, together with a body of analysis, investigation and response within sketchbooks.
A series of development works within sketchbooks, showing analytical process with progress to final design of dot paintings.
Suggested Outcome: A final painting, incorporating elements of responses to the work created within sketchbooks.
A sketchbook investigation of oil pastel blending techniques and colour theory.
A body of sketches of farm animals and a final painting/oil pastel rendering.
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Symbolism of Australian Art
Most symbolism in Aboriginal art focuses on the Dreamtime, which is the period in which Aboriginal people believe the world
was created. Traditionally, symbols of the Dreamtime events were created on cave walls, carved into timber or stone, on the
desert floor, and on their bodies with the use of body paint.

Aboriginal Art Demonstration Video
Nellie Marks Nakamarra
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=504IxoTETEU&t=2s
Symbolism of Australian Art
Children will create a series of observational sketches and final oil and chalk pastel artwork of their chosen farm
animal.

