Newsletter: Summer 2
20 July 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,
And so we arrive at the end of another academic year at Ben Jonson. What a busy and great year it has been.
The school and the children have achieved so much since September. This was so evident at the recent parent
conference meetings – one of the most enjoyable times of the school year. I love to see whole families coming
in to school to talk with the class teacher about how well their child is doing. In every case this year I saw parents and children smiling and laughing as they came out of these meetings, pleased with the progress their children had made.
Saying goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 children
As usual this has been a busy time for Year 6 as they have been preparing to say goodbye. Like last year they
still managed to squeeze in a final competition before they left! The members of the elite mathematics team
from Year 6 participated in the Stepney Maths League a few weeks ago. In the face of tough competition from
other local primary schools they returned back to Ben Jonson holding aloft the trophy for the third year running! Well done team on scoring our very own hat-trick! It may not be the world cup, but the Stepney Math’s
League trophy has come home!!!

On Tuesday we were treated to the Year Six Leavers’ show, ‘Oliver!’ The show was so wonderful. The script was
well written and very funny. The children confidently performed their parts – we could hear every word and we
will remember most of the characters for a very long time! The dancing was innovative and so slick. The quality
of the musicianship and singing was so good and provided the perfect backdrop to the story being played out in
front of us.
Children from Harry Roberts came to the afternoon performance and thoroughly enjoyed the spectacle. The
performances were attended by so many parents that there was standing room only! Thank you for being such
a wonderful audience. It makes the performance all the more special when the children know their family are in
the audience watching! Thank you for not taking photographs or videos of the performance. Tahir tells me that
the performance will be uploaded on the Ben Jonson website by Wednesday, 25 July. So make sure you log on
and watch it!!
This Year 6 cohort has been fabulous. Some of the children have known each other for
seven years and have been friends for such a long time as they all started in Reception
together. Some of them have started this year and have been quick to ‘fit in’ and make
friends. I have been impressed with how mature the whole year group have become
and how their attitude to learning has developed. I was very proud of the way they
handled themselves in the SATs tests and I am really pleased with how much they
have achieved this year. We know that the success of every child is also due to
the hard work and support of families and members of staff that have worked
with them throughout their time at Ben Jonson. So thank you everyone for all
you have done to support these children. I am sure you will all join with me in
wishing them all the best in their new secondary schools.
Come back and visit!
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Holding our Sports Day as a whole school at Mile End Stadium was a first for Ben Jonson this year. The event
provided us with much to be proud of and some learning for when we hold it at the stadium again next year. I
want to thank those parents who came to speak to me or a member of the leadership team with your thoughts
about how we could make it an even better event. We will consider your ideas when we plan for next year. Our
early thoughts about next year is to have fewer sporting events in the morning, have an earlier lunch and then
hold more events on the tracks closest to the where the parents are so you can all have a better chance of
cheering your children on! If you watch the video of Sports Day you can see how much fun the children had. We
moved over 600 children safely to the stadium!! The children had a lot of fun. They spent the day outside in
lovely (if a little hot) weather participating in lots of sporting activities. And we had so many parents come to
watch! I was so pleased to see how many of you had taken time out to spend time with your children.

We had such fantastic weather for the Summer Fair! Tahir used the drone to film the event from the air. When
watching the film you get a real sense of how many families came and how much there was to do! We were really pleased to have the Steel Pan Band from Sir John Cass secondary school playing for us. The sound of the
steel pans and the brilliant sunshine added a real feel of summer to the event. When you look at the film, despite the heat of the hall everyone is wearing a smile, having fun and spending money. In the end we made a
profit of £1510 which we will use to fund the rewards that school council have come up with such as having fruit
smoothies at the Top Table treat every Friday. Thank you to everyone who came to the Summer Fair and helped
us raise a lot of money for the school.
Saying Goodbye: In the newsletter you will see a list of staff leaving and new staff arriving. I know that many of
you have said your thanks and goodbyes to these members of staff already. We are holding a special assembly
on Friday to say our goodbyes to them. Each person leaving gets a special gift from the school – a portrait of
themselves painted by a child. We are not saying a permanent goodbye to Matt. He is going to spend a year in
Rwanda supporting teachers. We wish him luck for this adventure and we look forward to him returning with a
lot of stories to tell. We also will be wishing Sabina all the best as she goes on maternity leave at the end of this
term.
I would like to thank you all for your continuing support and for all you do for your children. The school is a
much better place for having you all as parents and carers. I remain proud to be part of such a great community.
Have a great summer with your children. I look forward to seeing you all at the start of the new academic year
on Wednesday 5 September.

Trip to Chalkwell Beach

Best Wishes

Monica Forty
Headteacher

To celebrate the fantastic year we have had at Ben Jonson, parents and children
visited Chalkwell Beach accompanied by some members of the Inclusion Team.
We would like to thank the Ocean
Regeneration Trust for kindly
funding this trip.
We appreciate all the hard work
and support parents and carers
have given us during the year and
thoroughly enjoyed time spent
together during ther trip.
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Hi, my name is
Lynne Roberts. I have been
a school governor at Ben Jonson for several years and I
really enjoy hearing all about school life at each half termly
meeting. I also visit school to support the inclusion team and
attend events. Sports day was fantastic!
I lived and worked as a teacher in Tower Hamlets for thirty
years and am now retired and live in Stratford. I volunteer at
Spitalfields City Farm, as well as at a project in Newham for
homeless mothers and their children. I am an artist and have a
studio in Mile End Park. I also have two grandchildren who I
spend lots of time with as well as three adult children who all
went to local schools. I am very proud to be a governor of such
an inclusive and successful school and hope to carry on for several years more!

As we draw towards the end of the
year, reception children have much
to be proud of in their learning. The
term started with a trip to Greenwich
to see the famous Cutty Sark, observe
river life and pretend to be king or
queen for the day in front of the
Royal palaces. The classes came alive
as they explored different
forms of
transport with
train stations,
airports and
buses.

has been the senior nursery nurse in
the early years team. Consequently
Denise has had a hand in the

we wish
her all
the best
at this
development of all the children that
exciting
have passed through Ben Jonson. We
time. In her absence Kerry Slade will
will miss her hard work and energy,
take on the role of Early Years curricher calmness and care and the great
ulum lead and support me in leading
work she has done with parents
the team. We are also joined by Lauacross the school. Denise leaves to
rence Westwood who has been
take up a new challenge of training to
teaching in Year 2 this year. It will be
be a teacher and we wish her all the
great to get his experienced perspecbest.
tive on how learning happens in the
The role of senior nursery nurse will early years. Masuma Begum will be
the third class teacher and altogether
be taken on by a new member of
staff, Joanne Cook. Joanne is an expe- we believe we have a great team for
rienced nursery manager and will be 2018—2019.
All our children have worked really
starting with the team in September.
Finally as the children move into Year
hard this year and have worked hard
We look forward to introducing her
1 it is wonderful to note what a great
to achieve their end of year goals.
to parents when we start our new
year it has been. Each class has been
The children are really well prepared
intake of children.
given a brand new name to take with
for Year 1 next year and have spent
the last part of the term working on Jodie Buchanan, who has been teach- them to Year 1. In keeping with naming classes after the seas of the
the Year 1 timetable so that they are ing at Ben Jonson for the last four
used to how Year 1 works. Teachers years will take leave soon for a differ- world, Azure Class becomes Adriatic
from Reception and Year 1 have met ent reason! Jodie will be on materni- Class, Red Class becomes Ionian Class
and Yellow Class becomes Sargasso
to discuss how the children are doing ty leave, starting in September and
Class. We hope these new names
so that when the children arrive in
represent the beginning of each class
Year 1 in September, they are ready
forging the identity that they will be
to plan an exciting and interesting
known for as they progress through
curriculum for the children.
Ben Jonson.
We say goodbye this term to Denise
Have a wonderful summer break!
White. Denise has worked at Ben
Jonson for 16 years as a nursery
Charlie Gorman Deputy Headteacher
nurse and in the last few years she
and EYFS Phase Leader
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Yet another exciting and busy term in Years 1 and 2! This term in Year 1, the
children particularly enjoyed their class boat trip down the River Thames,
where they got to see lots of London landmarks. This trip supported the
learning they had been doing in geography, about the city in which we live.
The children also loved reading ‘Meerkat Mail,’ a story which we used as a
key text for a recent literacy unit. They were able to retell the story in lots of
detail and had fun creating post cards from the main character, Sunny.
We were all very proud of the way in which the children undertook their end of Key Stage tests (SATs) in Year 2.
They all demonstrated a real commitment to their learning and tried their best to show off all their knowledge
and understanding. More recently, the children really enjoyed taking part in Enterprise Week. All classes were
asked to design a product to sell to the rest of the school – this involved carrying out market research,
budgeting, designing, creating and selling the product. The Year 2 children were really engaged with this activity and worked very well in their class teams to make as bigger profit as possible – one class even managed to
make over £100, which they are planning to give partly to charity and also to buy themselves a class treat to
celebrate all their achievements this year.
Both year groups have started getting ready to begin a new academic year with
a new teacher and support staff. We have just enjoyed a very successful transition morning, where the children were given the opportunity to meet their new
adults and see their new classroom. They were also given a little taster of their
topic in their new year. There was a definite air of excitement around the school,
as the children thoroughly enjoyed finding out more about the new experiences
they are soon to encounter in September.
Louise Foxwell, Assistant Headteacher and Phase Leader (Years 1 and 2)

Ben Jonson’s First Sports Day at Mile End Stadium
This year at Ben Jonson, we had our first Sports Day at Mile End Stadium which was a huge success.
Children had the best time ever participating in a range of events in the blazing heat whilst their parents
cheered them on during the final events. It was lovely to see and hear the buzz of excitement in the stadium
throughout the day and we are already looking forward to our Sports Day in 2019! Check out our sports day
video on the website…. http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/events/sports-day-2018
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Our Summer Fair drew the crowds with our usual mix of stalls, games, delicious food, bouncy castle and the ever
popular raffle. Out in the sunshine we were lucky enough to be entertained by Sir John Cass School Steel Pans;
they were fantastic and certainly added to the atmosphere.
Other welcome visitors were Fire Fighters from the Bethnal Green Fire Station and Special Constables from Dunstan Ward who gave their time to mingle with our school community.
Special thanks go to the parents and carers who contributed to our food stall; your time spent making delicious
savoury and sweet treats was much appreciated and enjoyed by many.

A special thanks to all our raffle
prize donors including Flip Out; Better
Extreme Trampolining; Coffee Room; Pizza
Room, Nando’s, Starbucks; Asda; Sainsbury’s; The Co-Op; Revolution Karting ;
Redbox; Genesis; and Picture House.

Shandy Park Outdoor Gym

“Nature and Us” is a project of the

Tower Hamlets Parks have just installed an outdoor gym in Shandy
Park to promote health and wellbeing. Now the summer holidays are
here, we would like to encourage all our parents, carers and children
to use the equipment.

Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park,
funded by the London Borough of Tower
Hamlets. During the summer holidays,
they will be holding a number of naturerelated events in Shandy Park and Swedenborg Gardens aimed at primary aged
children and their carers. Activities will
include ‘bug safari’, ‘make your own fossils’ and ‘dream catchers’. Everyone is
welcome to join in the fun.
For more information please go to
www.fothcp.org or call 020 8983 1277.
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School Council have had an exciting and productive year where they
have had an opportunity to provide a platform for the ‘pupil voice’.
Some of their key achievements have included Dragons Den where they
presented their ideas to Charlie and Monica; improving their leadership
skills; raising funds for charity - Sports Relief; and ‘healthy lunch-times’
feedback.
We would like to thank School Council for listening to the views and
opinions of all children at Ben Jonson and taking action to help the
wheels of democracy turn. We look forward to more next year.

It has been a fantastic final term in Years 3 and 4. Year 4 have been learning about volcanoes in
geography, which coincided with the eruptions in Hawaii. The children were able to watch events
unfolding on Newsround and this added real context to their studies. Using this knowledge, their
main writing task was to tell the story of the terrible events that befell Pompeii when Mount Vesuvius erupted,
having read the story Pompeii. The volcanoes were not the only things vibrating in Year 4 this term, as the children have been studying all about sound. They are now able to explain the difference between pitch and amplitude (volume) and draw soundwaves for different types of sound. In maths, Year 4 have been collecting and
analysing data their own data, making choices about whether to present it as pictograms, bar charts or
line graphs. They have grappled with the difficult concept of discrete and continuous data and have
created some fantastic outcomes.
Year 3 have been creating their own fairy tales having immersed themselves in texts such as The Frog
Prince, The Frog Prince Continued, Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk and Beauty and the Beast. They
have created their own magical settings, thought carefully about the features of fairy tales and used
dialogue to create interesting characters. We cannot wait to see their finished books at the end of the term! In
science we have been learning about how light travels, how shadows are formed and how reflective materials can keep us safe at night and on the roads. In maths we have been studying capacity and volume.
The children are now much more confident at reading scales and dealing with measure, crucial skills for
later life!
The children had the excitement of the first World Cup that they will remember! Each class were given their
own country to study and then they created products based on their country for Enterprise Week, which the
children enjoyed immensely. The corridors were alive with the sound of Baffin Class’ Spanish Castanets, whilst
the walls were made ethereal by Persian Class’ incredible Icelandic Northern Lights artwork. Arctic Class created Swedish influenced key rings, whilst Timor made Tunisian wrist bands. Not to be outdone, Caspian Class
created their Denmark inspired Hans Christian Anderson book marks, whilst Arabian Class made Korean throwing stars. The day was fantastic and the children raised lots of money for School Council. Now it is
time for the children to move on to their next year group and their new classrooms. We wish them
all the best in their continued journey through Ben Jonson.
Alex Langfield, Assistant Headteacher and Phase Leader (Years 3 and 4)

A splendid second place awarded
to Ben Jonson at the Spelling Bee
Competition
Exciting products for sale from
Year 4 during Enterprise week!
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Year 5 have been working hard on writing their last
creative story of the year, inspired by The Mysteries of
Harris Burdick by Chris Van Allsburg. The children really
enjoyed looking at all the images in this sophisticated
picture book and choosing their favourite. They
demonstrated their creativity when explaining their
ideas about what could be happening around the picture and then used this to write their own suspense
stories.
Enterprise Week was another great success. The children thoroughly enjoyed sharing ideas and conducting
market research before choosing and making a final
product. There are some budding salesmen/women in
the year group as most of them all sold out of products! Year 5 have enjoyed sharing their ideas about
how they would like to spend the profit they made!
All classes have started getting ready to begin a new
academic year with a new teacher and support staff.
Year 5 have enjoyed their transition mornings and are
very excited about becoming Ben Jonson’s new Year 6
cohort. Learning about the adventures that lie ahead,
including Gillwell, has really motivated the children

about next year. Having worked really hard all year,
Year 5 celebrated all their achievements by watching
Sherlock Gnomes at the cinema.
The summer term is always a very important one for
Year 6 with SATs at the beginning and then preparing
to say goodbye at the end. All of the children have
worked incredibly hard and the school could not be
more proud of them and their varied achievements.
The writing they produced during their Harry Potter
unit of work was wonderful and their published dragon
reports look fantastic. For the past couple of weeks,
the children have been working exceptionally hard on
their end of year show ‘Oliver!’...it really is a spectaclethe audience will need their tissues.
We will all be sad to say goodbye to this wonderful
group of children but we know they are well prepared
for their onward journey to secondary school.
Good luck to all of our Year 6 pupils.
Alice Bryant, Assistant Headteacher and Phase Leader
(Years 5 and 6)

Year 6 Oliver Performance
Year 6 trip to
Hollywood Bowl
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Badminton Tournament
Dee and Shireena from the Inclusion team have been running
badminton club during lunchtime. Due to its popularity, there
was an exciting end of year tournament. The children really
enjoyed this and are looking forward to a bigger and better
tournament next year.
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Attendance Key:
96% & above
95.9% and below

Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways
you can prepare your child for success—both in school and in life. When
you make school attendance a priority, you help your child improve attainment at school and develop healthy life habits. Let’s try our best to beat
our target of 96%! Try your best to come in on time every day! Please
make sure you are here at 8.55am to start the day at 9.00am.

Afzol Miah was presented with a
special award for 100% attendance and punctuality, which he
achieved from Reception class
through to the end of Year 6.
Afzol’s Mum also received a
certificate to thank her for her
support and encouragement in
helping Afzol achieve this!

Class

% Attendance
for Summer 2

R-Azure

92.6

R-Red

92.5

R-Yellow

92.2

1-Coral

96.4

1-Torres

96.6

1-Java

96

2-Caribbean

92.5

2-Ross

97.6

2-Sulu

98.1

3-Arctic

96.8

3-Baffin

98.3

3-Timor

97

4-Arabian

95.3

4-Caspian

96.1

4-Persian

98.1

5-Aegean

98

5-Tasman

98.1

5-Flores

94.4

6-Atlantic

93.6

6-Mediterranean

97.4

6-Pacific

95

Attendance Reward Cinema Trip
What an amazing day our Reception to Year 3 100%
attendees had at Genesis Cinema.
We are so proud of them all and know what a difference to their achievements this super attendance has
made!
The children had a fantastic time watching Sherlock
Gnomes accompanied by Dee, Ruth, Shireena and
Denise.

Riddle Corner
Give your brain a work out
A. What is at the end of a rainbow?
B. What can run but can’t walk?
C. I am a fruit, I am a bird, and I am
also a person. What am I?
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Healthy Schools Celebration event
Our school has been awarded The Mayor of London Healthy Schools Silver
Award. Aaron went with Hana and Safiyyah to collect the award along with other Tower Hamlets Schools who had qualified. There is a high level of work taking
place in Tower Hamlets Schools around health and wellbeing, which we are
proud to be a part of.
There were many activities to take part in at the event. Hana and Safiyyah tested
their cycling skills on the bikes, and made healthy smoothies.
The Ben Jonson targeted Daily Mile Ambassadors are regularly helping other pupils and the Daily Mile has improved the fitness of pupils. They have worked ever so
hard to create their own fun creative warm up activity
every Thursday. They then had an opportunity to lead
their own warm up with children from Year 2. This has
helped those children stay more physically active in
the playground.

Birthday celebrations in school
As we are a Healthy School, we would just like to remind you about the policy on
celebrating birthdays. We understand that some of you may like to bring in a
treat for your child to share with their class, although there is no obligation to do
this as everyone’s birthday is celebrated with a song, a game or a story. If you
would like to bring in a small treat, these are the items that we can accept:





fruit kebabs
small fairy cakes (not iced)
a fun sized chocolate bar such as Mars or Milky Way,
a small pack of Maltesers or a small box of chocolates which do not
contain nuts (such as Heroes)
We do have to consider very carefully the health risks to children who suffer
from allergies, our commitment to promoting a healthy diet and also the fact
that the school day is already very busy. We are also a nut-free school and for
these reasons we cannot accept the following items, which will have to be returned to parents if brought to school:




sweets, lollipops or large cakes that require cutting up
party bags
chocolates that contain nuts (such as Celebrations, Quality Street or
Lindor)
Many thanks for your continued support.

Ben Jonson Website, Blog and Twitter Accounts
You can access the website by clicking here - http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
We have the BJ blog that is very quick to cover aspects of Ben Jonson life. You can access the blog by
clicking here - https://benjonson.wordpress.com/
Then of course there is our Ben Jonson twitter presence. Many of us have twitter accounts and we like
to tweet all the amazing things your children do! I like the thought of people all over the world knowing
how great Ben Jonson is. If you have a twitter account please follow us and help to publicise all the
good work that we do. You can access twitter by clicking here -https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?
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Strengthening Families, Strengthening Communities
Parenting Programme We will be running a full Strengthening Families,
Strengthening Communities parenting programme in partnership with Ocean Children’s
Centre that will commence in September 2018. The course will focus on building relationships within the family and will also provide strategies for dealing with challenging behaviours. It will commence with an information session on Wednesday 12th Sept and the SFSC
course will begin on Wednesday 18th from 9.30am – 12.30pm. Creche places are limited so
please contact Lee-Ann or Dee as soon as possible if you are interested in attending.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! Request for old uniform or spare clothes please
From time to time some of our children need to change
into clean and dry clothes and we are running out of
spares for them to wear. Consequently we are asking parents to donate to the school, any old uniform or unwanted clothes you might have at home. We are in need of all
sizes; your help in creating a supply of emergency clothes
is much appreciated.

ParentPay Please sign
up for your ParentPay account using the registration
letter that you have received. From September
the School will not be accepting any cash and all
payments for trips and
clubs will need to made on
ParentPay. If you have misplaced your letter please contact the School Office.

Riddle answers

A: The letter W

B: A tap.

C: A kiwi

Please join us in welcoming new staff members who will join us from September 2018….
New Staff
Kathryn Butler-Jones
Francesca Ball
Keri Wakeham
Joanne Cook
Luthfa Begum
Abida Suraiya
Muna Suleman
Amy Byrne
Nilima Begum

Role
Newly Qualified Teacher
Newly Qualified Teacher
Newly Qualified Teacher
Senior Early Years Educator
Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant
Breakfast Club supervisor
Experienced Year 2 Teacher
Experienced Year 3 Teacher to cover Matt’s sabbatical

Our best wishes to staff members who will be leaving at the end of this academic year….
Staff Leaving

Comment

Ruzina Pir

Midday Meal Supervisor

Repah Begum

Not returning after maternity leave

Denise White

Leaving to train as a teacher

Raul Torres Torres

Leaving to train as a teacher

Shahina Begum

Leaving to train as a teacher

Majharul Islam

Leaving—was covering Jenny the DT teacher who has returned

Sarah Williams

TA leaving as her contract has come to an end

Shah Ali

Teacher leaving to take up a permanent position in a new school

Matthew Lockett
Shahenara Begum

Sabbatical leave for a year
Leaving to take up a position in a new school

PARENT / CARER—DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Autumn Dates

TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Thu 4 October 2018

Event
Year 6 Secondary Transfer
Meeting
After School Clubs begin this
week
9.00am Parent/Carers Coffee
morning with Monica - The term
ahead
Year 6 to Gilwell Residential
Centre (1st to 5th October)
Workshop - Welcome for
Reception parents/carers

Mon 8 October 2018

School Photos

Friday 21 Dec 2018

Last day of term

Wed 10 October 2018

Parents/Carers Curriculum
Workshop

Monday 24 Dec 2018 Friday 4 Jan 2019

Christmas holidays

Tue 11 September 2018
Mon 17 September 2018

Wed 26 September 2018
Mon 1 October 2018
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Autumn Term
Wednesday 5 Sept 2018

Children return to
school

Friday 19 Oct 2018

Last day of term

Monday 22 Oct Friday 26th Oct 2018

Half-term

Monday 29 Oct 2018

Children return to
school
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